The appearance of the two figures is indeed striking. James and Thomas are elevated in two sayings which follow each other, but the question of how exactly the authority of these figures should be related does not receive any explanation and is left for the reader to decide. According to one influential interpretation, Thomas' special position in saying 13 serves as something of a corrective to the claim aboutjames' leadership in the previous saying. 2 This, however, opens 1 Transl. modified from RJ. Miller (ed.), The Complete Gospels: Annotated Scholars Version (Revised and expanded edition; San Francisco: Harper, 1994), which is the basic English translation of the Gospel of Thomas used in this article.
2 H. Koester has argued in several publications that in Cos. Thorn. 13 James' authority is "surpassed" or "superseded" by that of Thomas; see "GNOMAI up a number of further questions. Why is James' authority retained in the first place, if Thomas' position as the recipient of the special revelation and the guarantor of the gospel tradition (c£ prologue) supersedes that of J ames? 3 Is Cos. 7hom. 12 a fossilized remnant of an earlier phase of the tradition, which still appealed to the authority of J ames? 4 Or is the cluster of sayings 12 and 13 an example of a subtle irony used by the author of the gospel to undermine the "ecclesiastical" authority represented by James? 5 Or should James' and Thomas' positions be regarded as parallel or supplementary rather than competing ones? 6 
